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BACKGROUND

•Recommendation from the NY Invasive 
Species Taskforce

•First official ISAW in 2014

•Goal is to promote knowledge and 
understanding of invasive species and the 
harm they can cause by engaging citizens in a 
variety of activities and empowering them to 
take action to help stop the spread

•www.nyis.info/blog

http://www.nyis.info/blog


DATA COLLECTION
• 2 Survey Monkey online surveys
• Event organizer – 48 respondents
• Event participant – 61 respondents

• 49 respondents willing to participate in 
follow-up survey within next 6 mos.

• Developed by ISAW 2016 chair & 
PRISM leaders

• Ideas for improving survey response 
rate? 



THE RESULTS
8 PRISMs, the Invasive Species 
Council agencies, Advisory 
Committee organizations, and 
partner orgs hosted 120 
EVENTS over the course of 7 
DAYS with more than 2,000 
PARTICIPANTS in attendance.

Hey, that’s 
a record!

63% of these events were created especially for ISAW.



GEOGRAPHY
Events in ~60% of NY counties
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STATEWIDE EFFORTS

• Water chestnut chasers project
• 28 records total

• Capital Mohawk PRISM had 
greatest # of total records

• Daniel Langer from Kinderhook 
Lake Corp. reported most individual 
records

• Hemlock woolly adelgid
documentary aired on 4 PBS TV 
stations 

Meg Wilkinson (right) presents Water Chestnut 
Chaser award to Laurel Gailor of the CapMo PRISM.



SURVEY, REMOVAL, RESTORATION 
PROJECTS
>4 acres surveyed

~20 acres controlled and/or restored

~255 trash bags (55 gallon size) of 
material removed

~25% of projects reported to iMap
Invasives database

Top: DEC staff haul water 
chestnut removed from the 
Senea River, photo by Jim Eckler.

Bottom: Volunteers pull mile-a-
minute on the Jones Bike Path in 
the LH PRISM, photo by Christine 
O’Neill.



REPORTED & CONTROLLED SPECIES

• Japanese barberry

• Oriental bittersweet

• Honeysuckle

• Japanese knotweed

• Common buckthorn

• Multiflora rose

• Black locust

• Phragmites

• Mugwort

• Spotted knapweed

• Garlic mustard

• Porcelain berry

• Mile-a-minute 

• Water chestnut

• Asian clam

• Sweet autumn 
virginsbower



DAY OF THE WEEK
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PARTICIPATION
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DURATION OF EVENT
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PARTICIPANT SKILL LEVEL

Skill Before After % Change

Understanding of what an IS is 4.21 4.63 9%

Understanding of the impacts of IS 4.14 4.63 11%

Ability to identify a new IS 3.05 3.93 22%

Knowledge of methods of surveying, mgmt 
and removal of IS

3.22 3.89 17%

Understanding of what actions you can take to 
prevent the spread of IS

3.63 4.26 15%

Participants were asked to rate his or her knowledge before and after attending the 
event. 1 = no knowledge or skill, 5 = very knowledgeable or skilled.







HOW DID PARTICIPANTS LEARN OF EVENTS? 
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“OTHER” WAYS PARTICIPANTS HEARD 
OF EVENTS INCLUDED:

• Direct e-mail invitation

• Conservation association meeting

• Word of mouth

• Co-workers/friends

• Organization’s website

• Cornell Cooperative Extension office

Did you hear about 
the mile-a-minute 

pull that Susie’s 
organizing? 



WHERE DID ORGANIZERS ADVERTISE?
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OUTREACH MATERIAL
• At 80% of events, outreach material was distributed 

• What types of materials would be helpful for next year? 



SOCIAL MEDIA 



WOULD YOU ATTEND A SIMILAR 
EVENT IN THE FUTURE?

“Absolutely, I love learning and making a difference!”

“Yes, this was the third year that I have participated in this event.”

“Yes, this type of activity is something that I am passionate about and 
can help prepare me for experiences as both a student and a future 
member of the work force.” 

“Yes. The event was relevant, interesting, and actionable.” 

“Yes, and I’d like my kids to attend as well.” 



RECOMMENDATIONS
• Include trainings/activities that qualify for DEC 

pesticide applicator education credits

•Reach a larger audience with messages by utilizing 
radio spots and op-eds

•More media coverage at events

•Advertise events further in advance

•Working with non-traditional partners can help 
organizations reach a broader audience



FUTURE TOPICS
• Restore areas where invasive species have been removed

• Water chestnut statewide survey and reporting effort

• Lobbying visits in district and state offices

• Wild parsnip/giant hogweed

• Showcase success stories, restored sites

• Chemical controls for invasive species and public perception

• Biocontrol research and applications

• Invasive species related films/documentaries

• BMPs for landowners





ISAW 2017 

•Summer dates TBD – syncing up 
with national campaign 

•NISAW “in the capital” –
February 26 – March 4 

•Themes? 



QUESTIONS?

Megan.Phillips@dec.ny.gov

(518) 402-8871

mailto:Megan.Phillips@dec.ny.gov

